10 Top Historic Sites in Mount Dora
1. Lakeside Inn, 100 Alexander Street
Built: 1883
Style: Frame Vernacular
In the early 1880s Mount Dora was known as Royellou. The town consisted of no more than a
post office. The postmaster Ross Tremain named the lakeside outpost after his three children;
Roy, Ella and Louis.
The sixteen families who lived along the shore of Lake Dora decided the town needed a hotel. It
was about this time Royellou was renamed Mount Dora. “Mount” for the uncommon attribute (for
Florida) of being 184 feet above sea level.
Town Father John Alexander
entered into a partnership
with Annie MacDonald
Stone Donnelly, wife of John
P. Donnelly, and Colonel
John A. MacDonald to open
the Alexander House in
1883. The Alexander Inn
still stands as Lakeside Inn’s
most historic building.
In 1893 the Alexander Inn
was sold to Miss Emma
Boone who changed the
name to Lake House. At this
Lakeside Inn, 100 Alexander Street
time guests arrived by rail to
the Inn’s backdoor. In 1903
Lake House was renamed The Lakeside Inn by Emma Boone and her new husband George D.
Thayer.
The Lakeside Inn was built in a frame
vernacular style. It is a complex of five
buildings, two and three stories, the first
having built in 1883. Two others were built
in 1926 and 1929 are stuccoed and have
Jacobethan-style elements.
Jacobethan
style, an early phase of English Renaissance
architecture and decoration was made of
columns and pilasters, round-arch arcades,
and flat roofs with openwork parapets.
These and other classical elements appeared

Jacobethan Style
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in a free and fanciful vernacular rather than with any true classical purity. With them were mixed
the prismatic rustications and ornamental detail of scrolls, straps, and lozenges also characteristic
of Elizabethan design. The main building, and the two stuccoed buildings, with the Olympic-size
pool defined a quadrangle, which fronts on Lake Dora.
The Lakeside Inn enjoyed its heyday in the 1920’s despite prohibition. It is rumored the inn served
as a speak-easy. (Possible evidence to the rumor is the secret passage in the lobby.)
In 1924 Charles Edgerton purchased the inn and remained the owner for 55 years. He added three
buildings to the inn; The Sunset, The Gables and The Terrace. In 1930, President Calvin Coolidge
dedicated the new buildings during his post-retirement vacation at the inn.
The Lakeside Inn has entertained the likes of Thomas Edison, Henry Ford and Dwight D.
Eisenhower.
In 1979 the inn closed for the winter
season for the filming of Honky Tonk
Freeway, a John Shlesinger film. The
inn was painted pink and an Indian
elephant was shipped in and taught to
water ski on Lake Dora for the film.

Quadrangle as seen from the Lake Dora

The inn boasts 86 guestrooms divided
among the four historic buildings.
Visitors can count on a peaceful stay
with views of beautiful Lake Dora while
the inn offers all conveniences of a
modern premier resort.
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2. Donnelly House, 527 N. Donnelly Street
Built: 1893
Style: Steamboat Gothic/Queen Anne
John P. Donnelly came to Mount Dora in 1879 from Pittsburgh, PA. He married Annie McDonald
Stone in 1881 and built this Queen Anne style house in 1893 as a gift to her. He was among the
founders of the local yacht club, and served as the city´s first mayor in 1910. The Donnelly House,
now owned by Mount
Dora Lodge #238, F&AM,
was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places
on April 4, 1975.
The Donnelly House is a
superb
example
of
Steamboat Gothic/Queen
Anne
Architecture.
Steamboat Gothic
architecture
is
an
extremely
elaborate
architectural style which is
primarily confined to the
American South, where it
originated. If you have
ever seen a extremely large
home covered from head to
toe in elaborate carved
Donnelly House, 527 N. Donnelly Street
woodwork, you have
probably seen an example
of Steamboat Gothic architecture; this style is characterized by being so heavily ornamented that
it seems almost ludicrous.
This architectural style is closely related to Carpenter Gothic architecture, another style of
architecture which originated in the United States. Carpenter Gothic was an outgrowth of the
Gothic Revival movement which took advantage of the abundant timber resources in the United
States; both Carpenter and Steamboat Gothic homes are characterized by being built from timber,
rather than other building materials.
It is difficult to mistake the two styles, especially once you have seen examples of both. Steamboat
Gothic architecture emerged along the banks of the Mississippi River, where riverboat captains
paid for lavish homes which were designed to resemble the elaborately decorated steamboats of
the mid-1800s. A Steamboat Gothic home will always be at least two stories tall, with elaborate
wraparound porches, often on multiple stories. The porches are often enclosed in lacy gingerbread
and complex scrollwork, and pillared galleries are also common in Steamboat Gothic architecture.
By contrast, Carpenter Gothic is more restrained, and, most notably, second story porches are
never seen on Carpenter Gothic homes.
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Characteristics:








Plan: Irregular
Foundation: Piers, brick or concrete block
Height: One and one-half to two and one-half stories
Primary exterior material: Varies: horizontal wood siding, shingles
Roof type: Multi-planed, gable most common, towers, gables, turrets common
secondary roof structures
Roof surfacing: Wooden shingles, metal during late 19th, composition and asbestos
shingles beginning in 1920s.
Detailing: Detailed woodwork, including finials, pendants, brackets, scrollwork,
trusses, verge boards, panels, multi-textures, fish scale and novelty shingles, and a
variety of color, corbeling on chimneys

3. Education Hall, 308 E. Fifth Avenue
Built: 1912
Style: Prairie Style
A good example of the Prairie style in Mount Dora is located at 308 East 5th Avenue. Built on
a one-story-with-basement plan, the building faces north with a long hip roof finished with
patterned metal shingles extending parallel with the avenue. Constructed in 1912, the building
has a horizontal brick mass with narrow brick belt courses that accent the walls and form
squared hoods over the first-story windows. In contrast, the basement windows are embellished
with arched lintels. A central porch is framed with square wood columns on masonry piers
fabricated with rusticated and rough face cast blocks of different sizes. Fenestration is irregular
but symmetrical with six-over-two-light and four-over-one-light double- hung sash windows in a
variety of arrangements.

Education Hall, 308 E. Fifth Avenue

hoto
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The Prairie style, one of few indigenous architectural forms created- by American architects, was
developed by a creative association of Chicago architects. Frank Lloyd Wright mastered the
style, completing the Winslow House in 1893, perhaps the first project executed in the style. The
heaviest concentrations of Prairie style buildings and dwelling were developed in the Midwest.
Although pattern books helped to distribute the style throughout the United States, the Prairie
style was a short-lived architectural form with its popularity rising and falling from favor
between 1895 and World War I.
In Florida, the Prairie style never gained wide acceptance. Rather than adopting an original
American form, the American public was instead drawn for the designs of their homes to the
Bungalow and popular revivals from the American colonial period, Europe, and the
Mediterranean basin, styles which gained popularity and flourished during the 1920s. Perhaps
the largest collections of buildings designed in the style in Florida and one of the largest in the
Southeast are located in Jacksonville with scattered examples in DeLand, Lakeland, Palatka, and
St. Augustine. Florida Architects who practiced in the "Prairie School" in the opening decade of
the twentieth century included Henry John Klutho and Wilbur Talley.

Characteristics:








Plan: Irregular
Foundation: Continuous
Height: One or two stories
Primary exterior material: Block or, stucco, or brick masonry
Roof type: Low-pitched hip with wide projecting eaves; later years included flat roofs
Roof surfacing: Composition shingles, or built-up for flat roofs
Detailing: Geomteric detailing: leaded panes or lights in windows; wrought iron
railings, grills; column capitals and cornices; pediments; fascia; cast-metal brackets;
Sullivanesque ornamentation

Distinctive features of the Prairie style include a multi-story plan with a bold interplay of
horizontal planes and details against a vertical block and secondary vertical details. Low-pitched
hip or gable roofs with boxed eaves often contrast with dormers, large chimneys, and horizontal
belt courses and ribbons of windows, the latter often double-hung sashes or casements filled with
leaded glass or multi-light panes. Cantilevers, overhangs, porches, porte cocheres, and massive
square columns are important secondary features. Brick, stucco, tile, or rough face cast blocks
often appear in combination as exterior wall fabrics. Classical, Italian, or Mission influences;
such as tiled roofs or cornice brackets, are prominent on some models.
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4. Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Depot, 341 N. Alexander Street
Built: 1915
Style: Frame Vernacular
Railroads and depots were such an integral part of the history of small towns in America.
Railroads were once the primary means of transportation. When a railroad came into town, it
established the flow of goods and people by providing unfettered access to the town. For
Mount Dora, the first railroad to come to town was the Jacksonville, Tampa, and Key West

Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Depot, 341 N. Alexander Street
ducation Hall, 308 E. Fifth Avenue
Railway in 1886. The 29.5 mile branch from Sanford, Sylvan Lake, Paola. Cassia, and
Sorrento into Mount Dora and then to Tavares. Construction started in 1886 under a charter
issued to the Sanford and Lake Eustis Railroad Company. The line opened in 1887. Since the
S&LE Railroad Company owned no rolling stock it was operated by the JT&KW Railway as
their Lake Eustis Division.
Plans for the current depot were drawn up by the Atlantic Coastline Railroad’s Office of
Engineers in Wilmington, NC, in October 1914. Construction was completed the following
year. The depot is a 35’ X 93’ frame building and cost $8,223 to build. The first year the
depot was in operation it received two passenger trains daily. By 1922 there were four trains
with passengers, mail and freight arriving in Mount Dora. Citrus was shipped by train to all
parts of the country wrapped in tissue paper bearing a bass symbol and a message offering to
send a free brochure with information on Mount Dora upon request.
The last passenger train left Mount Dora in 1950, and freight was last shipped in 1973. The
Mount Dora Chamber of Commerce needed a permanent home and the Seaboard Coastline
Railroad agreed to lease the depot to them for $1.00 a year. Money was raised by donations
from individual citizens, the City of Mount Dora, and the Winter Park Federal Savings and
Loan for the remodeling of the building. The pine floors were covered with shag carpeting,
the original walls were concealed by wood paneling, and the pot-bellied stoves were removed
and replaced with central heat and air, and a kitchen and restrooms were added. The freight
warehouse was turned into a meeting room. The original wood warehouse doors were replaced
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with colonial doors and shutters. The building was also landscaped, and a paved parking lot
added. The depot now appears to have more of a mid 1970’s colonialized character since so
many of its historic 1915 qualities were obliterated and replaced with materials popular at the
period of time. The building has since been renovated again to bring back many of the 1915
qualities.
In 1992, the resource was individually listed on the National Register.

5. First National Bank of Mount Dora, 110 W. Fifth Avenue
Built: 1925
Style: Masonry Vernacular/Palladian
This building was built for the Mount Dora
Bank and Trust Co. James Simpson, the
president of the bank, purchased the lot from
the Whitneys and their daughter Edna
Cowles.
Their house was moved to
McDonald and 12th Avenue, and was just torn
down in the 1980’s. Mr. Simpson started the
bank in September 1925 in one story building
immediately south of the two-story brick
building. The small building still exists
although it is obscured. The bank building
was constructed from July 1925 to March First National Bank, 110 W. Fifth Avenue
1926 under the supervision of Mr. Simpson.
The famous Florida Architect Gamble Rodgers was the architect. The building cost $30,000
to build, excluding the cost of the land. The interior featured a 22 foot high ceiling and a
marble wainscoting with a marble floor. The business counter and partitions were of Alabama
marble. The tellers’ cages were bronze with grilles. A staircase in the rear lead to the
mezzanine that contained the directors’ room had a mahogany base, chair rail and doors.
Ladies had a private room to do their banking in, and a reception room done in marble with a
glass topped marble desk. The New York Safe and Lock Co. vault contained 300 safe deposit
boxes and hexogon tile floor.
James Simpson was president, L.R. Heim, a ball bearing manufacturer from Danbury, Conn.,
and the developer of Sylvan Shores was a vice-president. Al Rehbaum, Sr. owner of Rehbaum
and Crane furniture store and the hardware store, and president of the Chamber of Commerce,
was also a vice-president. In 1927 the bank was permitted to convert from a state bank into a
national bank and changed its name to the First national Bank of Mount Dora. George White,
Sr., an officer at the Federal Reserve Bank in Jacksonville came to serve as executive vicepresident that year. He became president in 1936 and served continuously until his son George
White, Jr., became president. George White, Jr., is still president today. The bank moved to
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Donnelly St. and 7th Ave in 1965. The building is significant for its history and is one of the
few early building in Mount Dora designed by an architect.

6. Risely House, 742 N. Tremain Street
Built: 1925
Style: Masonry Vernacular
The original house on this site was known as the “Auntie” Betsy Roger’s House. She lived
here with her son Dr. T.A. Rogers. Fred and Nellie Risely came to Mount Dora in 1882. Fred
(Floyd) Risely was the brother to Georgia Tremain. Georgia and Ross Tremain had settled in
Mount Dora around 1881. Fred Risely was born in 1838 in Ohio. He married Nellie Walker,
who had been born in Jacksonville, in 1860. The Riselys only lived in Mount Dora until 1890
when they moved to Sanford. Fred was a contractor and builder and built the Longwood Hotel,
the Sanford House and the Enterprise Hotel, among other buildings. He died in 1895. Nellie
married William Jacques. Nellie and her children, Carl Risely and Edward Jacques, moved
back to Mount Dora in 1905 after William died. Carl had been born in Mount Dora in 1889.
He opened up a concrete business at the age of 21 and continued it until his death. Almost all
the city sidewalks in Mount Dora were made by him, and most of the cast concrete blocks in
the city were constructed on this site. He also built tall pyramidal posts for wire fences. He
furnished thousands of blocks for the Terrace addition to the Lakeside Inn in 1930. His
concrete factory was located in the backyard of this house, and some of this tools and machines
are still stored there. Carl was the city assessor in 1918, 1919, 1920, and 1921. He was elected
a councilman in 1925. He helped organize Educational Hall, the private school, in 1912.

Risely House, 742 N. Tremain Street
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This unusual house was designed in 1925 by a New York architect with the help of Carl’s
mother, Nellie Jacques. It has a large basement, and had a wood burning furnace in the
basement. This caused the house to catch fire in 1969 and is no longer operational. The
concrete blocks were all made on the property, and faced with New York State granite, which
came to Mount Dora in five railroad cars. The lumber used in the house is said to have cost
$10,000. The house was remodeled in 1949 and 1972. Some of the walls were stenciled at
this time and rooms rearranged in order to accommodate a bathroom.
Carl Risely married Ruth Mae Kimball late in life. He met her when she spent the winters with
her parents at the Hackett house, just north of this property. The Kimballs were dairy farmers
from Deansboro, N.Y. Carl and Ruth Mae had three children. Their youngest son, Floyd, still
owns the house today.
Characteristics:








Plan: Regular, rectangular; ell and irregular also common
Foundation: Concrete block
Height: One, two and one-half stories
Primary exterior material: Block or brick masonry
Roof type: Gable, less common hip, pyramidal
Roof surfacing: Metal during late 19th, composition and asbestos shingles beginning
in 1920s.
Detailing: Simple; usually jig-sawn woodwork on porches, around eaves, corbeling
on chimneys

7. Thompson House, 225 W. Fifth Avenue
Built: 1927
Style: Mediterranean Revival
George and Mary Thompson had this house built in 1927, although they had been visiting Mount
Dora since 1890. The Thompsons were winter visitors from East Liverpool, Ohio. Mr. Thompson
owned a large pottery, tile and china company there. The Thompsons lived in Mount Dora for at
least 50 years. They made several additions and changes to the house over the years. Carl Risley
(742 Tremain St.) put in a new patio for them as late as the 1940’s.
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Spanish and other Mediterraneaninfluenced styles were most
common in California, Arizona,
New Mexico, Texas, and Florida,
states with a tradition of Spanish
colonial architecture.
The
principal Mediterranean-derived
styles were Italian Renaissance,
Mission, and Spanish Colonial
Revival. These revival styles date
to the 1880s, Spanish Revival
architecture, popularized at the
1915 Panama-California International Thompson House, 225 W. Fifth Avenue
Exposition at San Diego, swept through
California, the southwest, and Florida within a few years.
Florida’s Spanish heritage and semi-tropical climate favored use of Mediterranean designs. The
roots of Mediterranean-influenced architecture in Florida can be traced to the Spanish, Italian
Renaissance, and Moorish Revival churches and hotels in St. Augustine developed by Henry
Flagler and others during the 1880s. The most important early twentieth century Mediterranean
building in Florida was Villa Vizcaya in Miami, drawn from Italian precedents. Onf ot he most
significant architects associated with Mediterranean-influenced architecture was Addison Mizner,
who used the style to create a distinctive urban look in cities like Palm Beach and Boca Raton.
During the great Florida land boom of the 1920s architects and builders applied Spanish, Spanish
Colonial Revival, Mission, and other Mediterranean-influenced designs to a wide spectrum of
buildings. Although the term “Mediterranean Revival” is indiscriminately applied to all buildings
with features derived from Mediterranean architecture, many, particularly those designed by
architects, were consciously modeled on formal styles.
Characteristics:








Plan: Irregular
Foundation: Continuous
Height: Two stories
Primary exterior material: Stucco
Roof type: Hip roof, flat with curvilinear papapet (Mission)
Roof surfacing: Barrel, French interlocking tile
Detailing: Plaster and terra cotta detailing highlighting arches,
columns, window surrounds, cornices, and parapets; wrought
iron grilles, balconies, and balconets.
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8. S. Heustis Eddy House, 621 E. 3rd Avenue
Built: 1923
Style: Cottage
This house displays architectural features seldom found on other Mount Dora houses built during
this time period. Samuel Heustis and Jessie Eddy a couple originally from Waukon, Iowa built
the house in 1923. Mr. Heustis build most of the house himself utilizing his carpentry skills. He
died in the 1930s, but Jessie lived in the house through the 1940s. Some of the house’s most
notable features include a pergola that runs the full width across the front façade with arched roof
over the main entrance. The
cottages built during this period
revival were popular from the
1920s to the 1950s and filled the
growing suburbs of America.
They were most often based on
European rural structures seen for
the first time by veterans returning
from World War I. Tudor, Norman
and English Cottage architecture
provided inspiration for these
Period Revival buildings.
S. Heustis Eddy House, 621 E. 3rd Avenue
Characteristics:








Plan: Asymmetrical, rectangular, or square
Foundation: Brick pier or continuous brick or concrete block
Height: One story
Primary exterior material: Horizontal wood siding; shingles
Roof type: Gable main roof over curved porch roof, clipped gables
Roof surfacing: Metal shingle, frequently composition, asbestos cement shingles
Detailing: Craftsmanship carpentry, doors may be half-round or arched, associated
garden areas
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9. The Wardell-Wilmont House, 321 W. 9th Avenue
Built: 1917
Style: Craftsman-Bungalow
The Wardell House is a beautiful house that typifies pattern-book architecture, and exhibits
virtually no alterations. Its early landscaping plan is still evident, and some original outbuildings
remain. It is a picturesque Craftsman bungalow and occupies half of a city block. The yard is
demarcated by a low cost block wall with an iron railing. The pond where alligators once basked
is still in place, as are the servants’ quarters.
T homas Wardell was
a winter visitor from
Fulton, MO., near
Macon. He lived here
with his wife, Hallie.
They first came to
Mount Dora on their
honeymoon in 1900 at
age 17. They had
eloped. Mr. Wardell
later become active in
the Yacht Club and
was the Commodore
in 1921-22. He also
owned groves and
land. He was noted as
The Wardell-Wilmont House, 321 W. 9th Avenue
winning
premiums
and championships with his exhibition herd of cattle in 1926. The next owner was thought to be
Fred Gutelius of Montreal. He came to mount Dora in a private railroad car each winter. He was
a vice-president for the Delaware and Hudson Railway. His chauffer lived in the servant’s
quarters. The house was then purchased by Jesse Wilmott, a winter visitor from Lexington, KY.
He was the president of the Lions Club in 1958.
Florida Bungalows appeared in several forms. The more elaborate of them were one-and-one-half
stories in height and highly detailed. They included the side-gabled type and the Belvedere or
Airplane Bugalow. Sears Roebuck and other companies provided pre-cut Bungalows which could
be assembled on site. The most common Bungalow, a one-story type, featured a gable main roof
above a gable porch roof. During the 1920’s developers used the Bungalow as tract housing in
neighborhoods throughout the state.
Characteristics:
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Plan: Regular, rectangular; usually oriented
with the narrow side facing the street
Foundation: Brick pier or continuous brick or
concrete block
Height: One story; belvedere, two stories
Primary exterior material: Horizontal wood
siding; shingles; less frequently, stucco, brick
Roof type: Gable main roof over gable porch
roof; shed dormers frequent secondary roof type;
less frequent multiple gable, belvedere
Roof surfacing: Sheet metal, frequently composition, asbestos cement shingles
Detailing: Simple; exposed structural elements (ridge beams, truss work, rafters,
purlins); knee braces; battered porch piers; tapered chimneys

10. The Simpson House, 2015 N. Donnelly Street
Built: 1900-1905
Style: Frame Vernacular
The two-story, wood-frame house originally
was at Fourth and Tremain streets. It was
constructed in a frame vernacular style with
architecture
reminiscent
of
Midwest
farmhouses.
The three-bedroom, 1,600square-foot house built of cypress and heart
pine, built between 1900 and 1905. Charles
and Alfida Simpson were among the early
owners of the house.
Vernacular buildings were first constructed by
lay or self-taught carpenters to provide basic The Simpson House, 2015 N. Donnelly Street
shelter without attention to architectural style.
These were ordinary homes for ordinary people. The buildings reflect locally available building
materials, the skills and regional background of the builder and environmental conditions. Often
ornamentation was applied at a later date, reflecting an owner’s new prosperity.
Vernacular buildings were widely constructed in Mount Dora from the 1880s through the 1930s.
Characteristics:


Plan: Regular, rectangular; ell and irregular also common

10 Top Historic Sites in Mount Dora







Foundation: Piers, wood, tabby or coquina prior to Civil War; brick, concrete block
after
Height: One two and one-half stories
Primary exterior material: Horizontal wood siding; less common, wood shingles,
board and batten
Roof type: Gable, less common hip, pyramidal; false front on commercial buildings
Roof surfacing: Wood shingles during 19th Century; metal during late 19th, composition
and asbestos shingles beginning in 1920s.
Detailing: Simple; usually jig-sawn woodwork on porches, around eaves, corbeling on
chimneys

To avoid the structures demolition, in 1992 the Mount Dora Historical Society arranged to pickup and move the Simpson Farmhouse to its current location on N. Donnelly Street near the entrance
to the town. The home was restored, and served as headquarters of the Historical Society for
several years. Years later, the city took ownership of the house and offers it as a meeting center.

